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Sautiza Busara more than just a music festival

Zanzibar. 

The mood around Stone Town in Zanzibar is expectant. After a slow January, business is booming with many expecting to cash in on what has for over a decade become a high tourist season.
Apart from the music and entertainment that comes at the climax with Sautiza Busara festival, there is more that comes with this season.
Speaking this week, festival director Yusuf Mahmoud said for many years the festival has helped in marketing Zanzibar and Tanzania globally as a prime destination for cultural tourism.

“Before Sautiza Busara opened its doors 17 years ago, February was a quiet timefor tourism but this has changed and it is now the highest season, with visitors coming from all over the world,” he said.

The attendance which is estimated at 27,000 people over four days has a positive effect on the local businesses around Zanzibar as the festival injects some $10 million into the economy.

“The impact is clear for everyone to see; almost all hotels in Stone Town and other parts of Zanzibar are fully booked during festival week,” he said.

The festival has unleashed the economic potential of the island in ways that were hitherto unknown. According to the festival director hundreds of young people are employed and building their skills at the festival in various departments, from administration, event management and technical production.
“Sauti za Busara offers internships and skills-building for young people in areas such as stage management, marketing and technical training, which helps empower them for life.”

The festival also provides platforms for freedom of expression at the dailyMovers & Shakerssessions, where music producers, promoters, agents, distributors and other stakeholders convene to address key topics such as Women in Music: threats, challenges and opportunities.

Sautiza Busara 2020 campaigns for women’s empowerment under the theme ‘Raise Your Voice; Say NO to Sexual Harassment’.
The festival over the years has also become a melting pot for people from different backgrounds, with a shared respect for live African music in all its many forms. With the organisers’ stated aim to promote respect for cultural diversity, they say the mix and ratio of local, regional and international artists and audiences at Sautiza Busara are the key to its success.
The 17th edition of Sautiza Busara festival, Zanzibar: 13 - 16 February 2020 is powered by Norwegian Embassy, Africalia, Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, British Council, The Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar, CRDB Bank, Zanzibar Media Corporation, Zanlink, Memories of Zanzibar, Embassy of France, Emerson Zanzibar, Chuchu FM Radio, Mozeti, Music In Africa and more.
More info: www.busaramusic.org
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